KS 


OBILE ¢ 
san NUTOMOBIEE CLUB FoR rye es, 
y 
& ew 


° %o 


é ==, » 
1938: 


Z f 
26 XIE al | yy 
Son, KS 
10} Oh 
. MOF Au 1937 ayn 1938 BOS 


These articles and information is brought to you by The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club. For more information please 
contact us at; 
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/1937and1938Buicks/ 
or 
WWW.1937and1938Buicks.com 


-- Warning Notice -- 


It the mission and goal of 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club is to provide information, helpful hints, advice, directions and 
reference information for the repair, maintenance, authentic restoration and knowledge development in regards to 
1937 and 1938 Buick’s. Content is offered as informational only. 


The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not knowingly accept false or misleading content or advertising. Nor does The 
1937 and 1938 Buicks Club assume any responsibility for the consequences that may occur should any such material 
appear. 


The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not guarantee the quality of any information which is included in this or any 
other publication. Under no circumstances shall The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club be liable for any damages, losses, 
or injuries resulting from use reliance on the content of this or any other publication. Any reliance on this or any 
other publication content is at your own risk. 


As a precautionary measure, The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club strongly recommends that you contact a professional 
mechanic or restoration shop to check your work or answer specific questions. 


-- Copyright Notice -- 


All rights reserved. All documents and publications on The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site or that can be down 
loaded from The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site are protected under both U.S. Federal copyright law and 
international treaties. No component of this site, including text, images and computer code, may not be reproduced 
or copied in any form or by any means--electronic, graphic, digital or mechanical, including photocopying or 
information storage & retrieval systems--without the express prior written permission of The 1937 and 1938 Buicks 
Club. 


Fig. 7-2. Transmission, Sectional View—Series 60-80-90 
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OK, Buick fans, here's what you've all been waiting for: 


Here's News 


CLUB MEET AND SHOW IS PLANNED 


OUR VERY OWN CLUB MEET!! 


As the following letter from Marv Rhynard indicates, tentative 
arrangements have been made for a 1937-1938 Buick Meet, Show, 
Get-Together and Semi-Centennial Celebration this very summer. 
Please read this. 


Bill, 
This is a follow-up to our phone conversation of January 22, 1987. 


Bob Jones has reserved Saturday, July 18, 1987, for a meeting of the 37-38 
Buicks at Crossroads Village on the northeast side of Flint, Michigan. 
Crossroads Village is a county owned facility featuring an old time village 
park with a carousel, wagon rides, animals etc. It also features a steam 
locomotive. Arrangements have been made for free admittance as well as 
two free train rides for persons exhibiting their cars. We need an excess 
of 35 cars in order to obtain the cooperation of Crossroads Village. 


He made arrangements with the Sheraton Motor Inn located at I-75 and Pierson 
Road with a rate of $48.00 per night. The Sheraton Motor Inn phone number 
is 313-732-0406. Persons making reservations should specify that they 
are part of the Buick Club in order to obtain the $48.00 rate. 

Continued 
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Bob Jones has made arrangements for a catered dinner at the park similar 
to the one we had at the national at Indianapolis this last year. The 
cost would be $28.68 which would include registration and two meals. 
If an individual is alone we would have a registration of $15.0 which 
would include one meal. Registration costs would include a 58th anniversary 
cammemorative for those persons registered and showing their cars. 


We feel that we should include those owners of 37-38 Buicks who are not 
affiliated with our club and hopefully we should obtain some additional 
members in this manner. Additionally, we should have an indication from 
members and non-members by April 1, 1987 their intent to take part in 
this activity or we might as well forget the whole thing. 


One additional item, the Sheraton Motor Inn is located approximately six 
miles from Crossroads Village and is right on I-75 and Pierson Road inter- 
section. The facility has been used prior to this for a regional Buick 
Club meet and while security is not provided the area is fenced and probably 
security would be as good as any place that we could find. We should 
specify that persons should make their own reservation with the Sheraton 
Motor Inn and indicate that they are with the Buick Club in order to obtain 
this special rate. 


A considerable amount of effort by Marv and his friends 
has already gone into this, and I think it is a great plan. There 
are three things that must be emphasized. 


QNE: WE NEED AT LEAST 35 CARS TO MAKE THIS WORK. 


TWO: WE NEED THAT NUMBER OR MORE COMMITTED BY APRIL 1 OR IT 
WILL FIZZLE. 


THREE: IF IT FIZZLES, THERE WILL BE NO MORE ATTEMPTS. 


The SOth anniversary of 1937 and 1938 Buicks is the ideal time 
and Flint is the ideal place. In addition to the details set 
forth in Marv's letter, I am advised that there will be a general 
car show at Crossroads Village on Sunday, July 19. Anyone wishing 
to stay over for that will get in free. 


I realize that people in California probably will find the 
distance a bit much. However, there are 15 members in Michigan, 
22 in Ohio, 6 in Indiana, 17 in Illinois, several each in western 
New York and Pennsylvania, and 6 in Ontario, all within a day's 
drive of Flint. That's about 75 members, and if half have cars 
that can be driven, trailered or carried, that will do it. And 
of course there's nothing stopping you if you're further away. 


THIS CAN BE A TERRIFIC EVENT, BUT THAT DEPENDS ON YOU. 
Please write or call Marv Rhynard before April 1, 1987: 


15330 Pinehurst 
Lansing, MI 48096 
517/484-5188 


BUSINESS COUPE CONVERSION 


I have received inquiries from several business coupe owners 
who wonder whether any member has successfully converted a business 
coupe to a sport coupe by fabricating the "opera" seats, hardware, 
and back panel. The supply of these items from parts cars has 
dried up. It does not look too difficult to me to make (or adapt) 
the stuff, but we need some help. If anyone has done this, or 
thinks he knows how to do it, or can provide photos or dimensions 
of the parts, please contact the Editor. 


ATTENTION CONVERTIBLE OWNERS 


We are not by a long shot finished with the subject of 
convertible top back windows. Indeed, it looks like I really 
opened Pandora's Box on this one, and all sorts of demons have 
flown out. What I naively assumed was an obscure corner of the 
hobby turns out to be the subject of an interest little short 
of passionate on the part of some of us. I have received a 
considerable amount of material, including from Jack Shepherd 
(#138) in Canada, a 15-page “treatise” (his word) accompanied 
by numerous exhibits. I must admit it floored me temporarily, 
and I suppose this may be you guys' revenge for the cookie recipe. 
If so, it has not worked.* Ever resourceful, I have appointed 
John Steed to the office of Master of Convertible Tops, and have 
delivered unto him all of the demons. John has agreed to accept 
the challenge of trying to pacify the demons and order them into 
neat rows. What will come of this, I do not know, and John has 
his work cut out for him. I suspect this subject may never be 
purged of all uncertainty, but I hope that in the future we shall 
have more useful commentary and guidance. Meanwhile, if you 
have anything to say about convertible top windows, write or 
call John. 


DECALS; PATCHES 


Another run of decals has been ordered, and they will be 
ready for sale (I hope) around April 1. Especially since repeat 
orders earn a $25 discount, enough money was raised from the 
sale of back issues to cover the cost. One member very generously 
offered to advance a substantial part of this, but that offer 
has been declined with thanks. From time to time in the past, 
people have inquired about hats, jackets, etc. Since the decals 
sold rather slowly, and since a much larger up-front payment 
would be required -- which the Club does not have -- I have been, 
shall we say, cool to these inquiries. However, there is, I! 
guess, no harm in floating up something. Keith Ladderud (#163) 
has suggested that he might have some cloth patches made if there 
is enough interest. "I was thinking,” he says, "that the patch 
would be identical to the decal but about the size of the logo 
on the Roster cover. I would like to hear from the members about 


*"Revenge, at first though sweet, 
Bitter ere long back on itself recoils. 
--Milton, Paradise Lost, Book IX. 
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this.” I think it's a good idea. Please write or call Keith 
(note his fancy phone number): 


Keith Ladderud 
21708 SE 291st St. 
Kent, WA 98042 
206/85 BUICK 


MODEL 87'S AND SINGLE SIDEMOUNTS 


I received an interesting note in January from Mario Ballerini 
(#097) in Vista, California. It seems that surviving examples 
of the 1938 Roadmaster Streamline Sport Sedan (model 87) are 
not as rare as I had thought, at least if one counts four cars 
as not rare, There are at least three in Southern California. 
Mario has one, Gary Stafford (Vol. V, No. 1) another, and the 
third is owned by a gentleman identified only as "Mr. Shubert." 
Below is a photo of the Shubert car, taken by Mario at the Orange 
County BCA show last year. Looks nice. 


Mario also reported a conversation he had a few years ago with 
Lee Hopkins (#013) who was then looking for "streamline" cars; 
at that time Lee mentioned a fourth model 87 in the East. That 
may be the car owned by one of our newer members, Dr. Ben Birkbeck 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan (see the story by Bill Vander Hoven 
in Issue 3). Now, someone in the L.A. area should persuade the 
mysterious Mr. Shubert to join us. 


You will recall my speculation in the last issue about the 
correctness of one sidemount. Well, folks, that's Mario's 
Roadmaster: it has a sidemount fender on the left (driver's) 
side and a plain fender on the right. As far as he knows, that's 
the way it always was, although at this point it's really 
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impossible to tell for sure. Mario sent me a couple of Polaroid 
shots of the car -- at present in gray primer and lovingly referred 
to as "The Elephant" -- and sure enough, that's how it looks. 
(Polaroid pictures don't print well especially if taken in low 
light, as these were.) I have the feeling this is turning into 
another intriguing mystery. Once these things start, more 
information has a way of coming to the surface, as the convertible 
back window business has amply demonstrated. If single sidemounts 
turn out to be kosher, all sorts of possibilities are opened 
up. For one, all the people with two sidemounts could share 
them with the less fortunate who have no sidemounts by giving 
up one-half of their sidemounts so that everybody could have 
one sidemount. Of course, half of the people would have ‘em 
on the left and half on the right, which might give rise to its 
own status conflict. (Left more authentic? Or right?) But 
we could solve that by creating sidemount "buddies" (remember 
swimming at camp?) and having each guy switch with his "buddy" 
every year or two. It would drive the car show judges absolutely 
bananas! Instead of Seven-wheel Sams, this Super Single Sidemount 
Switcheroo Scheme would Spawn Some Six-wheel Single Sidemount 
Sams with Secret Spares to Supplement the Spares you See. 


Here come the Men in the Little White Coats! SEE YA! 


BACK COVER. Through the magic of modern printing, we have blown up a 
40-year-old sepia postcard. After you've checked the cars, check out the 
Shoes on that Lady crossing the middle of Sonoma St.: those heels must be 
Six inches high. The card was mailed in 1949, and was Loaned to us by Derek 
Brown (#621) of London, England. The photo appears to have been taken a year 
on two eartienr than 1949, but I'm not sure: can anyone identify the newest 
car in the photo? The message on the back, addressed to a lady in "Bletcheey, 
Bucks, Engfand," 44, in its entirety, the following: 


"Hello, Mumsie - The weather has been wonderful ever since I Left 
Pittsburgh & <fying has been good. Am down by the" 


Mumsie's Little girl must have dozed off while writing, and never realized 
she had not finished, as there is no evidence of erasure, water damage, etc. 
On did she decide not to tell Mumsie what she was "down by" in Vallejo? We'Le 
never know. It cost three cents to mail, and may have crossed the Atlantic 
on the Queen Mary. But we'll never know about that, either. 


PROUD S35 OWEN jpg 


DON GUST - BEECHER, ILLINOIS 


To those of us who attend Buick meets in the Midwest, Don 
Gust (#043), his ‘38 Century, his trailer, and a _ stock of 
interesting -- if not always beautiful -- stuff for sale, are 
familiar sights. "The 1938 Century coupe," says Don, “in my 
eyes, is one of the most desirable and best performing cars of 
its era. It took me about three years to find one that I could 
afford. I found it in 1978 in Baltimore -- it was only 70% there 
-- and towed it back to my home in Beecher (about 30 miles south 
of Chicago). The pictures show the car in the condition in which 
I found it, and after it was completely restored in 1980." Don 
drives to many shows and meets, and last year's BCA National 
in Indianapolis marked the third time the Century had been around 
the Speedway track. 


BUCH. 
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TOROUE TUBE DRIVE 


A LITTLE THEORY AND A LITTLE PRACTICE 
BY THE EDITOR AND BOB PIPKIN 


Those who were members in the first half of 1985 will remember 
our "Name That Newsletter" contest, the final result of which 
was the present name of this publication. Among other reasons, 
"The Torque Tube" was chosen because torque tube drive was a 
distinctive feature of Buick cars from before 1920. Some people 
(not necessarily members of this Club) have asked‘ me: "Just 
what is a torque tube, anyway?" Although it is assumed that 
all of you have at least a general idea, I thought it would be 
helpful to have a little review of the principles of torque tube 
drive. This will be followed by a more technical article by 
Bob Pipkin (#076) of Salem, Oregon, on assembly and adjustment 
of the unusual parts that characterize the 1937 and 1938 (and 
later) Buicks. 


First, let us consider the horse and wagon. It will quickly 
be observed that the source of energy -- the horse -- pulls the 
wagon forward from an ahead position, and that there are. no 
reciprocating parts and no torque applied to the axles. The 
wheels do not propel the wagon, the energy applied by the horse 
may be transmitted to the wagon by a simple joint, and the 
wagon-maker is free to design the springs (or leave them out) 
considering only the desired amount of motion-dampening and 
isolation from road surface. 


With a self-propelled machine, things obviously get more 
complicated. The wheels do not merely roll along. Energy is 
applied, from within the machine itself, to turn the driving 
wheels, and this twisting force, or torque, must be transmitted 
to the remainder of the machine to overcome inertia, friction, 
wind resistance, etc. and achieve linear motion. The first 
successful self-propelled vehicle was the steam locomotive. Here 
the reciprocating motion of the heavy rods and cranks caused 
problems, and since tracks could not be made perfectly level 
and straight, the driving wheels and axles could not be attached 
to the frame with complete rigidity. However, the first problem 
could be solved by counterweighting the wheels, and tracks are 
sufficiently level so that extremely heavy leaf springs and 
semi-rigid joints could connect axles and frame. 


The automobile must encounter rough roads, and it is held 
to the road surface only by friction. In the conventional 
front-engine, rear-drive layout, the turning rear axle and wheels 
must propel the car, yet the axle must be free to move up and 
down at least several inches to provide an acceptably jar-free 
ride and to stay in contact with the road. The axle must also 
be maintained in proper alignment perpendicular to the frame 
and at the correct distance from the front wheels. However, 
the heavy, stiff springs and frame to axle joints of the locomotive 
cannot be used. 


The usual solution to these problems employed a drive shaft 
from transmission to rear axle with a universal joint at each 
end of the shaft, and semi-elliptic leaf springs firmly attached 
to the axle and rigidly bolted to the frame at their forward 
ends. In this system, the torque of the turning wheels is 
transmitted through the springs to the frame of the car. It 
will quickly be observed that: (1) the rigid connection of spring 
to frame is necessary, else the proper alignment will be lost 
and the spring will tend to twist itself off the car; and (2) 
the design of the spring must be a compromise between flexibility 
and strength. This system plainly will not work with coil springs, 
nor very well with transverse leaf springs. It also has several 
other problems, notably the tendency of the springs to "wind 
up" and of the wheels to "“hop" and lose traction over rough 
surfaces. 


Buick and some other makes adopted a different system, wherein 
the propelling force of the turning wheels is transmitted, not 
through the rear springs, but through a connection from the rear 
axle and differential case, through the transmission case to 
the engine block and thence through the engine mounts to the 
frame at the front of the car. This is accomplished by enclosing 
the drive shaft in a heavy steel tube which is rigidly fastened 
to the differential housing. The tube is called -- you guessed 
it -- the torque tube. 


The torque tube system has some advantages. As in the 1937 
Buick, rear leaf springs need not be rigidly attached to the 
frame, but can have shackles at each end, giving greater 
flexibility and transmitting less jar. This allows one U-joint 
to be used instead of two. And springs can be designed primarily 
to smooth the ride. '"Wind-up" is minimized. Moreover, other 
types of springs may be used -- most importantly, rear coil 
springs, which Buick introduced in 1938. It was also thought 
preferable to apply the propelling force to the front end of 
the car. 


The chief disadvantage is this: there must be semi-rigid 
joint between the torque tube and the transmission case. This 
joint must be flexible enough to permit the tube's other end 
to move up and down with the rear axle, yet strong and rigid 
enough to transmit the torque of the turning wheels without 
failure. Reflection will indicate that a ball-and-socket joint 
is ideal for this. However, since the tube is hollow, enclosing 
the drive shaft, and since the shaft must have a U-joint at the 
same location, the ball must also be hollow in order to enclose 
this joint and allow the shaft to pass through it. Likewise 


the "socket" part must allow passage of the shaft into the 
transmission. The ball-and-socket must also be lubricated, but 
the lubricant cannot be permitted to run off down the tube. This 
brings us to that unusual feature of Buicks: the torque ball 
and its related parts.* 


Below is a sectional view of the 1937 large _ series 
transmission, torque ball and universal joint. (There are some 
differences, as one might expect, between the small and large 
series and between years, but this-is a completely representative 
picture.) It will be seen that the "ball" (on the right) is 
made up of several parts, and that some of these are in effect 
the "socket" of my “ball and socket." The hemispherical moving 
part is bolted to a flange on the forward end of the torque tube, 
and this hemisphere is firmly held between inner and outer 
retaining hemispheres. These are fixed to the transmission rear 
bearing retainer, which itself has a hemispherical shape. (To 
me, these parts don't look strong enough to transmit all the 
torque, but obviously the system works, and I'm not an engineer.) 


Fig. 7-1. Transmission, Sectional View—Series 60-80-90 


Below is an excerpt from the 1938 Shop Manual, which further 
explains the system. 


*There is another way to do it with cars having rear coil springs, 

as many makes have today. A look underneath my 1979 LeSabre, 
for instance, would reveal a conventional two-joint open drive 
shaft, with the rear axle to frame connection accomplished through 
use of two heavy control arms attached to the axle housing and 
to the frame at approximately the locations that leaf springs 
would have been. I believe some recent smaller GM cars used 
a bizzare sort of longitudinal torque arm connecting axle and 
transmission. 9 


UNIVERSAL AND BALL JOINT ASSEMBLY 
All Series 

(See Figs. 7-1 and 7-2.) 

The universal joint is entirely enclosed 
by the ball drive housing and bearing re- 
tainer and is lubricated automatically 
from the transmission. The front yoke of 
joint is attached to the transmission main 
shaft by splines and locked by a cap 
screw, plain washer and lockwasher. The 
rear yoke is attached to the propeller 
shaft by means of splines and is supported 
in a bronze bushing in the driving ball. 

The hardened and ground steel cross 
is fitted with hardened and ground bush- 
ings to prevent wear on pins. The bush- 
ings are locked in place in the yokes by 
snap rings. 

On Series 40, lubricant enters ball 
housing through slot in bearing retainer 
directly beneath rear transmission bear- 
ing. On Series 60-80-90, lubricant is 
caught by shelf in transmission case and 
feeds to ball housing through drilled hole 
in bearing retainer. All series have oil 
collecting groove around rear end of uni- 
versal joint bushing. Larger drain back 
holes used on al] 1938 Series allow sur- 
plus lubricant to drain back to transmis- 
sion. The new type ball and bushing may 
be used on past model cars even though 
lubricant feed to ball housing is different 
than on 1938 series. 


The driving ball is connected to the 
torque tube by means of a flange, and is 
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Fig.7-15. Ball Joint 


supported between two copper plated 
stampings (inner and outer retainers) 
which are centrally located and bolted to 
the transmission rear bearing retainer. 


The ball is plated on both the inner and 
outer surfaces to prevent scoring during 
break-in. The driving ball is marked with 
the word “TOP” to insure correct assem- 
bly. ; 
The outer retainer carries a cork oil 
seal and spring washer that maintains 
a constant pressure on cork between the 
outer retainer and torque ball to prevent 
oil leak. See Fig. 7-15. 

Spring washer is slightly cupped to 
afford tension and should be installed in 
retainer so that gap occurs between in- 
side diameter of washer ang edge of re- 
tainer. 


ASSEMBLING AND ADJUSTING THE TORQUE BALL 
by Bob Pipkin 


The “torque tube" was used as a means of transmitting power to the rear wheels 
on Buick automobiles from about 1915 to 1960. It was a strong and reliable 
method of keeping the rear wheels on the ground during acceleration and braking. 
It was almost trouble-free as long as everything was tight and lubricated 
properly. 


The most common complaint about the Buick torque tube is the leak at the U-Joint 
and torque ball. The diagram shows the U-Joint and torque ball bolted together 
and also an exploded view. The parts requiring attention are identified in 
reference to the group numbers shown below: 
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4.408 4.317 LIF 


4.337 S577 
4.317 rye sete 
5.566 (bus4ings J 


5.578 


5.555 
5.560 


Li) 5.564 


s Sis 
=! _ 


5.548 Universal joint 
5.560 Torque ball retainer, inner and outer / 
5.560 Torque ball retainer gaskets, inner and outer 
5.560 Packing, cork beveled, outer retainer 

5.560 Packing, cupped spring washer 

5.564 Universal joint torque bal! 


The torque ball must be free from deep gouges on it's inner and outer surfaces. 
The bronze bushing in the torque ball must be free from deep scores and must 

fit over the U-Joint without excessive play. The inner and outer torque ball 
retainers should also be smooth and free from deep scratches and gouges. The 
U-Joint should be tight in the cross joint. The snout that fits into the torque 
ball should be free of deep scores. The fit in the bronze bushing should not 

be sloppy. 


Assemble the torque ball with "TOP" stamped in the upper position. To adjust 
the torque ball assembly, remove the cork bevel packing ring. Coat the torque 
ball, inner and outer retainer in chassis lube or transmission oi]. Assemble 
with a gasket between the transmission and the inner torque ball retainer. 
Start with one gasket between the inner torque ball retainer and outer torque 
ball retainer. 


Place a six inch dowel in the U-Joint and move the torque ball assembly by hand 
while tightening the ring of bolts around the outer torque ball retainer. If 
you cannot move the torque ball with the dowel after the ring of bolts are tight; 
add another gasket between the outer torque ball retainer and the inner torque 
ball retainer. When the torque ball is adjusted correctly, with the bolts all 
tight, you should be able to move the torque ball with the dowel using about 5 
to 10 foot pounds of pressure. Add or subtract gaskets to get the correct 
adjustment. 
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When you get the correct adjustment, remove the outer torque ball retainer and 
reinstall the beveled cork packing ring and the cupped spring washer. This 
cork packing was available in widths of 7/16', 15/32", and 1/2” wide in service 
packages. Reinstall] the outer torque retainer with the correct gasket pack. 
Move the torque ball with the dowel while tightening the ring of bolts. When 
all the bolts are tight and beveled cork packing is in place, the dowel should 
move the torque ball with 15 to 20 foot pounds pressure. 


The torque tube radius rods should be tightened evenly so correct tension is 
maintained on the torque tube. Keep the bolts tight that fasten the torque tube 
to the rear end housing. 


These adjustment procedures differ somewhat from the instructions given in the 
1937 and 1938 Buick shop manuals. 1 have used the 1948 shop manual and various 
product service bulletins to assemble these intructions. I use these procedures 
to adjust the torque ball assemblies on al] my Buicks. 


* * * *K * 


This is a good place for a tip sent in a few months ago 
by Mike Adler (#104). "All of a sudden" said Mike, "my 
transmission ran low on oil and my rear end was overfull. I 
refilled the transmission and drained some out of the rear end, 
but two days later the rear end was again overfull. The cause 
of this condition was excessive clearance between the bronze 
torque ball bushing and the universal joint yoke." After calling 
around the country to find a replacement without success, Mike 
found that his local automotive machine shop could obtain a plain 
bronze bushing and machine it to the correct size. <A byproduct 
of this repair was the elimination of a vibration problem. (For 
discussion of potential corrosion of bronze parts by oil additives, 
see the "Questions" section.) 


Before leaving this subject, a few words may be in order 
about the gaskets and cork packing rings. The gaskets (perhaps 
shims is a better word) are very thin. These can be duplicated 
using vellum, a transparent but very strong paper-like material 
used by artists, and -- obviously -- available at artist's supply 
houses. The cork packing rings are a bit more difficult. These 
must be sought at swap meets and the like. However, Bob says 
that it is frequently possible to re-use the old ones if the 
parts are disassembled with care. Indeed, disassembly with care 
is a good idea for any old car project. 


A WORD OR TWO ABOUT OUR AUTHOR. "Bob" Pipkin (whose real first name 
is William) is well known to many of us, by his works if not personally. Bob 
Stanted off many years ago racing Straight-& Buicks and beating the pants 
off Olds 88'S. Gradually he moved from racing toward more conventional 
nestonation. However, he is not a "purist," and typically modifies his cars 


in ways that are not readily detectable but which improve performance and 
neliability. Bob has owned at Least 25 Buicks, including eight 1937 on 1938 
Centuries, and has contributed numerous articles and tips to the Club, as 
wele as giving freely of his time and knowkedge to hep countless questioners. 


PLEASE NOTE. 


different numbers 


TORQUE BALL §& U-JOINT PARTS 
from 1928-1946 Master Parts Book 


of 
listed 


Some 
as 


the parts 
in the 1938 book. 


with 
seems 


listed superseded parts 
Since it 


more likely that the later-numbered parts would be found today, 


we have used the lists from the 1946 book. 


Please write to the 


Editor with SASE if you want a copy of the 1938 parts book pages. 


4.317 RETAINER, Transmission 


11.50 


5.548 JOINT, Universal 
168607 
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345 «+ 
345... 
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3.45 «... 
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5.555 YOKE. Universal joint 
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satdeoueses 3288617) «(3.45 ....1 
deveneone ve 1293392) «3.75 ....1 
‘evewahiens 1303474 «3.15 ....1 


bearing 

1931-60; 1921-60 (After transmission 
2606648 on LHD; 2609521 on IHD) 

1937-80-90 

1932-50-60 

1933-50-60; 1934-35-60 

1933-80-90; 1934-35-90 

1934-35-40 

1934-35-50 

193640 

1937-40 

192840 (for conventional trans.) 

1928-40 (LWO) For seif-shifting trans. 

1926-60-80-90 

1939-40 

1939-60 

1939-80-90; 1940-60-70-80-90; 
1941-40-70-90; 1942-90 up to frame 
14345641 

1940-41-40-60; 1942-40; 1942-40; 
1946-40 

1942-50; M1942-60; 1946-50 

1942-60-70-90 after frame 14345541 on 
90; H1942-60-T0; 1946-70 


1925-26 Std. 6; 1927-28-115; 1929-116; 
1930-40; 19232-33.24.35-50-60 

1931-60; 1931-50 (After transmission 
2606648 on LHD, 2609521 on RHD) 

1934-35-36-37-40 

1936-37-40-80-90 

1938-40 (forconventional transmission) 

1938-40 (for selfshifting tranamiasion) 

1936-60-80-90; 1939-80-90 

1934-40-60 

1940-41-40-60; 1942-40; H1942-40; 
1946-40 

1940-60-70-60-90; 1941-60-70-90; 
1942-90 up to frame 14245541 

1942-50; W1942-50; 1946-60 

1942-40-70 

374322 (ARS) alias ame 2s5n5502; 
1942-60-70; 1946-70 

1939-40-60; 1946-41.42-40-50; 
H194240-50; 1944-40-50; Bolt 
(%*-24x1*) 

1939-80-90; 1940-60-70-80-90; 
1941-42-60-76-80; H1942-60-70; 
1946-70: Bolt (4*-20z17) 

To transmission main shaft 


1929-116; 1930-40; 1932-33-34.35-60-40 

(Front) 

1929-116; 1930-40; 1931-60; 1991-50 

(After transmission #2606648 on 

LHD, #2609521 on RHD); 

1932-23-34-35-50-60 (Rear) 
1929-121-129; 1936-50-00; 1932-33-80-90; 

1934-35-90 (Front) 

1929-121-129; 1930-50-60; 1931.32.33. 

#0-90; 1934-35-90 (Rear) 

193440 (Front) 

1934-40 (Rear) 
1938-36-37-40 (Front) 
1935-36-37. 38-40 (Rear) 

For conventional transmission 
1936-37.38-60-50-99; 1939-80-30 (Rear) 
1938-40 (Front) 

For conventional transmission 
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oneeataeb ys 1304611 «3.15 ....1 1938-40 (Front) 
For self-shifting transmission 
serdeveeses 1304612 3.45 ....1 1938-40 (Rear) 


Por selfabifting transmission 
5.560 RETAINER, Torque ball 


Lesveivcesii 1394979) =—-1L.45 ....3 1934-35-36-59 (Outer } 

TTC TT TTY 1293628) «1.75 ....1 1934-35-236-37-40 (loner) 

veseveveese 1301600 82.00 ..,.1 1936-37-38-60-80-90; 1979-80-90; 
1940-60-70-30-90; 1941.42-40-70-90; 
1942-60-70; 1944-70 (inner) 

peesbaccevs 1394085) = 1.75 1 1936-60-80-90 (Outer) 

eepveseoass 1299000 45 1 1937-38-40; 1940-41.42-40-50: 
H1942-40-50: 1946-40-50 (Outer) 

a besossenes 1323289 «61.55 ....1 1937-38-60-80-90; 1939-80-90; 
1940-66-70-80-90. 1941.42-60-70-99; 
H1942-60-70; 1944-70 (Outer) 

ovdesesesss 1301440) «LTS 2...) 1938-40; 1940-41-42-40-50; 1942-40-60; 
1946-40-50 (Inner) 

asascacebas 1309449) «©6100 ....1 193940-60 (Inner) 

bpcponcegee 1309489 «62.35 ....1 19394060 (Octer) 

(8.900) .... 180078 +2 1934-35-40; 1936-37-38: 1941-42; 
1942; 1946: Bolt (A*18x%") 

(8.900) .... 180081 ++ee@ = 3937.38-60-80-90; 1939-90-90; 1940 to 


1946 inclusive: Bolt (A~-1fx1\~) 


Torque ball outer retainer 
AT «4-1 1934-35-40; 1936 
(2°34 Az cork) 

1937-38: 1939-80-90; 1940 to 1946 
taclusive (Optional with 1306940) 
CAE t4 Ay” —cork) 

1938; 1939-80-90; 1940 to 1946 inclusive 
(Optional with 1299001) 
rt e344" —cork 

1937-38; 1939-50-90; 1940 to lea 
Inclusive: Washer, Spring 
(3497 LD. x 44° OD.) 


5.560 SHIM, Terque ball retainer 
ab arseesens 1285744 03 ..AR 


» ere | 


23 ..AR 


42 ....1 


1934-35-36-37-38-40; 1940-41-42-40-60; 
1942-40-60; 1946-40-50 
{.004*-.006" thick) 

1936-37-38-60-80-90; 1929-80-90; 
1940-60-70-80-90; 1941-42-60-70-90; 
H1942-60-70; 1946-70 
[.004*-.006" thick) 

OS ..AR 1939-40-60 (.004*-.008" thick) 

03 ..AR 1939-40-60 (4° thick) 


03 ..AR 


coeceeeeess T310081 


5.564 GALL, Universal joint torque 


weoxasinesee 1253332 460 ....2 1925-26 Sted #; 1927-28115; 197-116: 
1930-40; 1931-40; 1931-60 (After 
transmission 16066448 oo LHD; 
2609621 on RHD; 1932-33-34-36-60-40 

we vtenr est 1247642) (5.75 ....1 192-120-128; 1929-121-129; 1990-60-40; 

; 1921-32-33-80-90; 1934-35-90 

wbaeshPavrs 1203023 «44.20 ....1 1934-35-36-37-40; 1938-40 
(For conventional transmission) 

ec aawenki 35 1301576 «4.60 ....1 1936.37-38-60-80-90; 1939-30-90 

SLeS tigen 1203244 «64.30 ....1 1938-40 (for selfehifting transmission) 
1308308 «6290 ....1 1939-40-60 

~whtedenians 1372413 «4.20 ....1 1940-41-42-40-60; M1942-40-50; 
1946-40-50 

avs 69% 0%e 1312408 «94.60 ....1 1946-41-42-40-70; MI94240-70; 1946-70 

UsetsVedee% 1324581) «64.90 ...,1 1940-80-90; 1941-42-50 

(8.900) .... 181593 ...f 1999-40-60: Bolt ( Ay*-t4x%~) 


To rear torque tube 


Continued 


* 
5.566 BSUSHING, Universal jeint torque ball S.566 BUSHING, Universal joint 
213892 1.60 1 1929-118; 1920-40; 1997-60; 1921-50 --see 2USH39, «AG ....4  TPTMILE: 1990-40; 1991-40; 1931-50 
(After transmission 22606648 oo (After transmission #2006648 on 
LHD; +2609521 on RHD): LHD: #3609621 on RHD); 


1932-33-34-35-50-40 1932.33.34-35-60-40 
2032806 4 «o1.TS ....1 WOAMTZEL29; 199050-G05 te tnt nee . T6838 46 ....4 19212129; 1930-60-40; 
1993-32-33-20-90; 1934-35-90 1931-32-33-50-90; 1934.35-90 
V900499 «1.05 6k 198SBE37-EH0 w t t teeee 128661! 435 ....4 193440 
(L339 LD. S L657T° OD. 21H) nen eeee 1288618) =—.0 a 19 9836-37-38-40 
.. 301607 «LAS... 2 1936-37-38-460-80-00; 1990-9090 teen eee 1293393 40 ....4 1936-37-38-40-46-90; 1939-00-00 
(14657 LD. ELMS OD. 51) wn eee tenes a0sez? «115 .|..4 19994088: 
..1903246 «4115 ..,.1 193840 (Cor self-shitting transmission 


(1465* LD. x 1.849° O.D. x 14") 
> wucavevees 3286610 175 ..,.2 193440 
dseeausaek 1212410 LOG... 194041494060; HI 94740-5607 ccccceves ss D2BQ61E LTS ....1 1935-34-37-3840 


1946-40-60 ‘ cc ceecevee¥299207 2.30 ....1  1934:37-38-60-50-90; 1939-80-90 
(Lass LD, x 184" O.D. x 147) 


1312608 LIS ....1 1940-41-4260-70; W1942-60-70; 194670 5.586 LOCK. Uni i joint bushing 


‘ ADVGSEE 130... 2 1908-60-00; 1961-42-00 cscs 2USE4O 02... 19295 1990-40-80-60; 1937-60-80-90; 


(1.465 LD. x 1,549 O.D. x 14") 1931-50 ( Aftertransmission 22608648 
(8.939) .... 140388 N.S. ....  1933-34.38-36; Pin, dowel (4xry*) on LHD; #2609521 on RHD); 


(8.939) .... 141357 N.S ....1 1940 to 1946 inclusive; Pin, dowel 1932-33; 1934-35-30-40-90 
(4°2%") To torque ball ce eeeee es D200620 12) ....4 1995-34-37.38-40 
1293394 12 ....4 1936-37-38-60-80-90; 1939-80-00 


YEW MEMBERS <i 


Leo Velarde #574 
2231 Lynbrook Dr. 
Pittsburg, CA 94565 


NEW MEMBERS Al Mason #625 

RR #1 
William Schaeffer #622 Schomberg 
2681 Riverside Dr. Ontario LOG 1T9 
Costa Mesa, CA 92527 CANADA 
714/631-1912 416/936-4491 
137 67 ‘37 66C McL. 
John Huffman #623 
ge See ron Anshus #626 


Clemson, SC 29633 
303/287- 4552 
'37 «81 


Hans Kirpestein #624 


Dorskampweg 5 
Wageningen 6704 PB 
NETHERLANDS 

'37 66C 


164 Crestylew Dr: 
rele CA 94563 
415/254-4518 


OLD MEMBERS RE-JOIN 


John Semgreen #560 
P.O,Box 5 

Jambdin 

Queensland 4702 
AUSTRALIA 


Ben Gostanian #255 
5059 N. Van Ness 
Fresno, CA 93711 


Joe Giordano #333 
131 N.Stewart Rd. 
Liberty, MO 64068 


NEW ADDRESS 


John Beagle #278 
P.O.Box 1057 
Nth.Sydney 

NSW 2060 
AUSTRALIA 


Richard Buteau #015 
795 Ivory Rd. 


Rio Rancho, NM 87124 


ANOTHER SPECIAL WELCOME. Our international membership continues to grow, 
and this month we welcome Hans Kinpestein of The Netherfands -- sometimes 


known unofficially as Holland. It must be particularly difficult working 
on an American car outside the English-speaking nations, and although Hans 
has a good command of English, he deserves our congratulations and support. 
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x ACCESSORIES 
BN ANID OPTIONS 


CHROME WHEELS 


Within two weeks of one another, Tom Schuttish (#006) of 
San Francisco and Pete DiPasquale (#352) of Wyckoff, NJ called 


my attention to an intriguing 1937 and 1938 option: 
flashy, sparkling 


wheels. Yes, you read it correctly, folks: 


chrome wheels are authentic! My first 
that Tom, a tax lawyer, had been reading 


But when I looked it up, there it was -- 
as they say -- in the Master Parts Book. 


pages from a 1937 prices and accessories 


reaction 


chrome-plated 


to this was 


too much fine print 
in the new federal tax law, and was, as they say, "seeing things.” 
in black and white, 


Pete 
book 


sent me some 


that also show 


very clearly a chrome wheel option. The listing from page 129 


of the 1928-1938 Master Chassis Parts List follows: 


MF suick MASTER PARTS 


OM ee | 


eeour 6. PAST OO, LISTPRICE PEO CAR WOOTLS ABD DESCRIPTION onoer ne, PANT @O. LIST PRICE POR can BOOTLE AND BCSCoWrTOS 
5.803 WHEELS, Frontandreor (steelspokes) 000000000 tnt 1299011 «=: 9.50 ....4 1937-80-90 (Primed) 
pribibad 1300850 18.50 ....4 1937-80-90 (Chrome plated disc and 
NOTE: For price on painted wheels add $1.50 net to net price of prime primed rim) 
OS a a i | 1300866 25.00 ....4 1937-80-90 (Full chrome plated) 
spattont 1303945 9.50 ....4 193840 (Primed) 
* * - * HM www cee 3306120 18.50 ....4 1938-40 (Chrome plated disc and pri 
rim) 
ccuececcee 3299989 9.50 ....4 193740 (Primed) tweet 1306119 25.00 ....4 1938-40 (Full chrome plated) 
siita baad 1300848 18.50 ....4 1937-40 (Chrome plated discand primed = «--+- +++: 1303446 9.50 ....4 193960 (Primed) ¢ 
ima. 2 ee Oe eS adaseneis 3306122 18.50 ....4 193860 (Chrome plated disc and pri 
1s Cantina adel ate 1300864 25.00 ....4 1937-40 (Full chrome plated) rtm) 
ths sbeewens 1299010 «9.50 ~....4 1937-60 (Primed) <-sesees.9306721 25.00 ....4 1938-40 (Full chrome plated) 
bos seadeess 1300849 18.50 ....4 1927-60 (Chrome plated disc and primed -esecnee 3303947 «9.50 ....4 1938-80-90 (Primed) 
_T6CUC~<C;~=“‘ ‘ “ O.TC”C””COCOC REET 1306124 18.60 ... 1938-80-90 (Chrome plated disc and 
yencwesace! 3300865 25.00 ....4 1937-60 (Full chrome plated) primed rim) 
sasvieeed 1306123 35.00 ....4 1938-60-00 (Full chrome plated) 


You will note that three different wheels were available: 


painted; chrome center ("disc") with painted 


chrome plated. The difference in price 


considerable. The DiPasquale material, however, 


in 


rim; and fully 
1938 dollars was 


shows a price 


difference of only $18-22 per car between painted and chrome 


wheels. I suppose the latter reflects 


factory 


installation, 


whereas the Parts Book gives an over-the-counter "list price.” 


Now, before all of you race out to jack up your cars, a 
few words of caution. First, I think that wheels would be very 
difficult and expensive to plate, at least without taking the 


rim and disc apart (they are riveted together). 


A wheel that 


is pitted would present even greater difficulty. Second, I 


urge anyone contemplating plating to consider 
like when he is done. 


try to visualize, what the car will look 


15 


carefully, and 


Having thought about it for some time, I have concluded that 
body style and color would make quite a difference. A convertible 
or sport coupe in a dark color could, I think, carry full chrome 
wheels rather well. [The chrome disc with painted rim combination 
would seem to fit a wider variety of styles and colors. Some 
of you will doubtless think the whole business is too close 
to Streetrodsville for comfort, and I suspect few if any of 
us will try it. But there it is. However one's tastes run, 
one thing must be said for chrome wheels: they eliminate all 
wheel-stripe painting problems in one stroke. 


1937 GARNISH MOLDINGS 


In previous issues (Vol. IV, No. 8, pp. 25 & 26 being the 
most recent) we said that treatment of garnish moldings in 1937 
80 and 90 series cars varied depending upon the upholstery. This 
is the clear import of some 1937 literature. There were three 
styles: mahogany (woodgrain); black; and gray. The material 
I received recently from Pete DiPasquale*, however, states that 
the combination of moldings and upholstery color was completely 
optional. 


"Choice of the following garnish moulding colors on 
all 80 and 90 series models, except 80C convertible 
which is furnished in chrome only: Mahogany; Black; 
Lustre Light Grey." (Emphasis added.) 


I suppose the appropriate conclusion is that the factory had 
a "standard" way of doing it on cars not made to particular 
orders, but that where a '37 Roadmaster or Limited was ordered 
the customer could combine the available upholstery colors and 
fabrics with the three molding treatments as he wished. 


Now, does any member know what "Lustre Light Grey" is? In 
particular, is it the same as the dash color we have previously 


described as "fawn''? 


CONVERTIBLES: TOP COLORS 


The consensus among several members who wrote to the Editor 
about this, as well as the import of available literature, is 
that combination of top color and body color was completely 
optional. Although the overwhelming majority of original tops 
were -- it appears -- tan, there were two other colors: black 
and "blue-grey." According to Paul Cusano (#052), who has made 
a thoroughgoing study of authenticity over several years, the 
latter was a "pebbly" or "“tweed-like" fabric -- perhaps something 
like a “tickweave" clothing pattern. One assumes the fabric 
combined blue threads and grey threads. (I know of no duplicate 
of this made today, but a custom top firm might come up with 
something. ) 


*This material, consisting of two pages, is not of sufficient 
legibility to survive offset printing in presentable form. Any 
member may obtain a readable if not beautiful copy by writing 
to the Editor with SASE. 
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Here again, it seems reasonable to assume that the factory 
had a standard way of combining top, upholstery and body colors 
but that a customer 
ordering one could have whatever combination he wanted. The 
majority of convertible coupes and virtually all convertible 


on cars not made to particular orders, 


sedans were probably made to order. 


CONVERTIBLES: UPHOLSTERY 


It may be worth nothing that convertibles had different 


upholstery options than did closed cars. 


While some fabrics 


could be had in both, mohair -- to cite one example -- was not 
used in convertibles, and in 1937, 40 and 60 series convertibles 
had a fabric unique to them: "Brown Novelty Cloth" (No. 338). 


Does anyone know what this looked like? 


Many convertibles had 


leather upholstery. Again according to Paul Cusano, the original 


leather appears to have had a grainy finish 


-- something like 


"Scoth grain" shoes -- and the best duplicate of this available 


today is Bill Hirsch “antique grain." 


(This use of the word 


"grain" to describe leather must be distinguished from "top 
grain" which refers to quality but not to finish or texture.) 


SIDEMOUNT COVER PARTS 


Below is an excerpt from the 1928-1938 Master Chassis Parts 
Book covering miscellaneous sidemount cover parts. It is unlikely 


that any of these can be found today; indeed, 


I am not even sure 


what is meant by “Shield and Welt." For completeness, however, 
I thought it should be added as a postscript to the "“Sidemount 
Fever" article. I discovered this quite by accident while looking 
up something else. It is found between the listings for ‘Hose, 
heater" and "Switch, car heater." The book has a logic all its 
own and it is often extremely difficult to find things in it. 


8.848 CLIP, Tire cover bock ring spring 8.849 SHIELD AND WELT, Tire cover 
pevdicsdves 12846525 10 ..1-2 1934-35-40 saveveeees 3395859 1.00 ....2 193640 (Up to frame #2861514) Right 
-dh seu Segon 1285195 05 .,1-2 1934-35-50 front and left rear 
foie imine 1285196 05 ..1-2 1934-35-60-00 scaceseees 339985888 61.00 ....2 193640 (Up to frame #2861514) Left 
front and right rear 
8.848 FASTENER, Tire cover side molding te plate 1395915 1.00 ....2  1936-37-38-40-60 (After frame #2861514 
fara 1293753 01 ...10 1936-37-38 on 193640) Right front and left rear 
seeee 1395914 «61.00 ....2 1936-37-3840-60 (After frame #2861514 
on 1936-40) Left front and right rear 
awabedvesss 1395863 «41.15 ....2 1936-80-90 (Right front and left rear) 
sp nine eos 1395862 «461.15 ....2 1936-80-90 (Left front and right rear) 
eres rer ey 1396177) 1.00 ....2 1937-38-80-90 (Right front and left rear) 
Sebbededess 1396176 «61.00 ....2 1937-38-80-90 (Left front and right rear) 
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PH pBpuicK MASTER PARTS LIsT {fi 


GUIDE FOG LAMP 


For Safe Night Driving in Any Kind of Weather — The Leader in ... Appearance - Construction - Performance 


The new and improved Guide Fog Lamp is designed to enable passenger and commercia! vehicles to travel at night in fog, 
sleet or snow with maximum road visibility and safety. Its penetrating amber ray provides better illumination than the ordi- 
nary headlamp beam in fog or storm. Hazardous reflection from moisture particles is eliminated by correct distribution of 

the powerful beam of the Guide Fog Lamp. by means of the special optical lens, prefocused bulb and 
special bulb shield. 


The silver-plated mirror reflector of the Guide Fog Lamp multiplies the bulb candlepower many 
thousand times and the Jens distributes this powerfu! beam with the proper light pattern to prevent glare 
and insure maximum illumination for inclement weather driving. 


The installation of two lamps is strongly recommended. In heavy fog, both fog lamps should be turned 
on and headlamps switched off for best possible results 


Heavy brass construction is used in the Guide Fog Lamp, with steel reinforcing plate, insuring depend- 
able service and long life on trucks, buses and passenger cars. The body and door are chrome-plated and 
the mounting bracket is finished in black enamel. 


The special mounting bracket has a 360 degree rotation feature, which permits turning in any direc- 
tion, to avoid interference with fenders, bumper guards or radiator grilles. The lamp can be mounted 
above or below the bumper as desired. 


FOG LAMP 
No. 921672 
Price $5.50 Included in the fog lamp package is a heavy duty push-pull switch with a clamp-on bracket. The im- 


proved design of the switch eliminates the possibility of short-circuiting. 


Guide Fog Lamp is furnished complete with bracket, switch, extra long weatherproof cable and detailed 
installation data. 


Packed individually—weight 5'4 pounds. Standard shipping carton contains six (6) lamp packages. 


GUIDE BOOSTER BEAM DRIVING AND PASSING LAMPS 


Night driving with day-time safety is possible 
with Guide Booster Beam Driving and Passing 
Lamps. These lamps can be operated in conjunc- 
tion with the “driving” and “passing” beams of 
the regular headlights and may also be operated 
independently by separate switches provided with 
each lamp. 


The driving lamp throws a concentrated con- 
trolled beam down the highway, picking out turns, 
signs or possible obstructions, beyond the range 
of the headlamps. 


The passing lamp lights up the right-hand side 
ee” of the road clearly when using lower beam of 
Price $5.50 headlamps in approaching and passing oncoming 
cars, avoiding possibility of accident due to blind- 
ing glere or insufficient illumination. Either lamp 
may be installed separately, if desired, but the use 
of both lamps is recommended for most satisfac- 
tory results. 


, The Booster Beam lamps are of the same quality 
and rugged construction as the Guide Fog Lamp 
shown above. They are also provided with the 

same 860 degree universal mounting bracket. 
switch, extra long waterproof cable, and complete 
installation data. 


Packed individually—weight 5% pounds. Stand- ng 
ard carton contains six (6) lamp packages. Price $5.58 


v.m.&— Page 230 —section 
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TECHMICML TIPS 


MISCELLANEOUS STARTER LORS 


(1) WATCH THOSE SCREWS. Your Editor was having some 
starter trouble. Through the generosity of a fellow member, 
I received a 1937 40-series starter that had been installed 
on a 60-series car. (This doesn't work well for at least two 
reasons: (1) it doesn't have enough torque; (2) it chews hell 
out of the drive gear.) This "new" starter had a strange-looking 
solenoid, but I did not care since I had a nice rebuilt one 
I'd bought from Dave Lewis. My good ol' friend Bob the Auto 
Wizard said he'd rebuild the "new" starter and he did: tested 
it (without the solenoid on top) and it ran great. So we put 
on the rebuilt solenoid using four new cap screws, and I put 
it all in the car (not too easy: see next item), and wired 
it up. Got in the car, ready for that satisfied smile. No 
smile! Solenoid clicked, but starter would not turn. Checked 
wiring; charged battery; no improvement. Starter came out 
of car (also not too easy) and I went back to the Wizard, 
indignant. To avoid too windy a report on what is,. after all, 
not a broad-scope subject, we puzzled awhile before finding 
the problem: those new cap screws securing the solenoid bracket. 
Too long. You must attach the solenoid with screws no longer 
than 3/8" or one of them will short out the coil. No kidding. 
We'd used -inch screws, and when these were replaced by 
3/8-inch, she spun like crazy. If you use the original screws, 
everything will be fine. If you lose them, like Bob and I 
did, be careful what you grab out of the jar of screws. This 
story probably has several moral lessons, but I'm not sure 
what they are. 


(2) TAKIN' ‘EM OUT. For once, I planned a job out right 
and decided correctly that the longest way ‘round is the shortest 
way home. They're heavy: probably 30 ounds. If you are 
(a) weak and flabby, or (b) short, or cc} have anything even 
close to a bad back, don't try to take a starter out over the 
fender: do it my way. The starter is held in place by two 
bolts: one must be reached from below and one from above. 
Forget your socket wrench: not enough clearance. A 5/8 box 
wrench does it. OK, now, (a) remove the breather pipe, which 
you must do to (b) remove the splash pan. When you crawl under 
after the splash pan take some penetrating oil with you and 
Squirt the lower bolt. Come back and squirt the upper bolt. 
Disconnect all wires and the ground strap, after noting carefully 
Which one goes where. Have coffee. Using box wrench, remove 
upper bolt. Crawl back under car, with wrench. Loosen lower 
bolt until you can turn it with fingers. Support starter with 
one hand, remove bolt with the other, then take it out with 
both. If you position yourself correctly, it will fall on 
your fat gut if you lose your grip, and won't even be scratched. 
Place starter on heavy piece of cardboard or canvas you have 
conveniently put under car. Crawl back out and slide out the 
cardboard or canvas with starter on it. Have more coffee. 
Take bath. 
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(3) LONG AND SHORT. It has just occurred to me that 
the essential information in the two preceding entries could 
have been done in two sentences. One: Do not use screws longer 
than 3/8 to attach a starter solenoid, as longer screws will 
short the coil. Two: It is easier and less physically taxing 
to take starters out from under the car, although the splash 
pan and breather pipe must first be removed to do so; socket 
wrenches cannot be used to remove the attaching bolts. That 
sounds awfully dry, doesn't it? I like the anecdotal, 
conversational way better, even if it does take more space. 
Gives things a personal touch. And principles are more easily 
remembered if they have a little story around them. Unless, 
of course, you knew them already or don’t give a damn. Well, 
if you want a shorter-winded editor, throw me out. 


(4) MORE OOMPH. Much of the collective Petulance of Old 
Buick Owners appears directed at the amount of time the starter 
must be run before the engine fires. This has been discussed 
before. There may be different causes. The most common cause 
is no gas in the carburetor float chambers: over time it dribbles 
out into the manifold or seeps out through a very slightly porous 
casting and evaporates. A certain time is required for the 
pump -- operating, remember, at only about three pounds pressure 
-- to move enough gas to fill the float chambers. It follows 
that if the starter can be made to apply more torque, the engine 
will crank faster and the gas will get up there sooner. One 
way to do this on a 1938 40-series car is to install a large 
engine starter (Delco-Remy 727-W). Another way, which will 
work on al] cars, is to have your starter rebuilt with all new 
high-torque windings. This work can be done expertly by Ron 
Lekse of RBR Electronics, the author of the "Generators and 
Regulators" article in Vol. IV, No. 8. Average cost might be 
$25 in addition to the cost of rebuilding the starter which, 
assuming no unusual problems, averages $85 to put the starter 
in like-new condition. Assuming all your grounds and the rest 
of your electrical system are good and your engine is in proper 
tune, this starter "upgrade" will insure quicker starts, and 
original appearance will be unchanged. The price may seem high 
compared to your local A-1l Auto Electric. Several conversations 
with Ron indicate to the Editor, however, that he knows his 
business thoroughly and you will get an absolutely first-class 
job. And no one else I know about can perform the high-torque 
modification with particular reference to the requirements of 
pre-War Buick electrical Systems. 


Ron Lekse 

RBR Electronics 

460 East 319th Street 
Willowick, Ohio 44094 
216/585-7178 


(5) THE GENERATOR MAY BE AT FAULT. Speaking about the 
“starter control mechanism," the 1937 and 1938 Shop Manuals 
state: "The generator windings are used for completing the 
control circuit to ground." This is part of a system for ensuring 
that the starter cannot run when the engine is running, the 
other parts being the vacuum switch and the cut-out relay. 
"Inasmuch as there are conditions under which the engine vacuum 
is not sufficient to open contacts of the...switch..., the 
contacts of the solenoid relay are caused to open also by the 
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generator” (1937 Manual, page 185, sec. 12-3). If the starter 
will not turn, it should thus be borne in mind that the trouble 
may be in the generator rather than the starter. Bad brushes 
and/or commutator may prevent a good ground for the solenoid, 
thereby also preventing completion of the circuit. The cut-out 
relay (in the black box with the voltage regulator) should also 
be checked. 


(6) EIGHT-VOLT BATTERIES. Over and over, I hear or read 
adulations by various people about 8-volt batteries. Over the 
past several months, I have read as much as I could conveniently 
find about this subject, and discussed it with Ron Lekse (see 
above) and Dave Lewis. The claimed virtues of the 8-volt battery 
are that one gets faster cranking and brighter lights (albeit, 
everyone concedes, shorter bulb life). These batteries were 
originally produced for commercial delivery vehicles that made 
short runs at low speed, were maintained sporadically, and had 
batteries in hard-to-reach locations. They were never intended 
for use with electrical systems -- such as the '37-'38 Buick 
system -- employing three-brush generators. Based upon my 
research, I have come to this conclusion: anyone who thinks 
he can just plop an 8-volt battery into his car and roar away 
is kidding himself and will come to grief. Sooner or later 
you will burn out your generator and your voltage regulator, 
and maybe your points and your coil. The Buick three-brush 
generator and voltage regulator can probably be modified to 
work with an 8-volt battery, but this is a job for someone who 
knows what he's doing. Alternatively, electronic devices can 
be installed which will drop everything to six volts once the 
engine is running. In the Editor's opinion, such things are 
plainly not worth doing, and my advice to everybody is: 


FORGET ABOUT 8-VOLT BATTERIES! 


It is far saner and safer, in my view, to (1) get a good 6-volt 
battery; (2) get a good 6 & 12 volt home battery charger and 
use it -- a fully-charged, powerful 6-volt will perform better 
than a half-charged 8-volt; (3) put your starter in good 
condition, with or without the winding modification discussed 
above; (4) put the rest of your electrical system in good 
condition. Beyond all this: try, try to refrain from expecting 
a 50-year-old car to perform exactly like a modern car. (For 
more about 8-volt batteries, pro and con, and electronic 
modifications, see the -.following recent issues of Skinned 

: Feb..'86; April ‘86; June '86 or write Editor with 
SASE for copies.) I_ recently put into my car a Delco 417A battery: 
this has 475 amps*™ cold cranking capacity at zero degrees F, 
and just fits the 1937 40-series battery carrier. It cost me 
less than $40. Plainly a better battery than anything available 
in the 1930's. I'm sure a comparable battery can be found for 
1938's. 


*This is only slightly less capacity than the 12-volt battery 
in my 1979 LeSabre with 301 V-8, and well within the range covered 
by the majority of modern car batteries. So, tell me, what's 
wrong with 6-volt batteries? 
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(7) THE GOOD EARTH. I refer not to the title of a novel 
by Pearl S. Buck (a popular author in the 1930's), but am 
playfully using the British term for the "ground" of an electrical 
system. (That's right, folks, if one's Lucas lamps don't work 
one may have a bad “earth." It's really no sillier than "ground" 
though, is it?) As stated above, it is important to be sure 
that the ground connections from battery to frame and starter 
to frame are clean, free of rust, and tight. Poor grounds may 
cause loss of battery power and diminution of starter performance. 
(See Vol. IV, No. 9, page 11.) Ron Lekse suggested to me the 
use of silicone dielectric compound on these connections. You 
can buy this stuff at any good auto parts store. It is fairly 
expensive -- maybe $5 or $6 for a small tube -- but you don't 
need a lot. It prevents corrosion while being electrically 
conductive, which petroleum greases obviously are not. it. 25 
also very useful in light bulb sockets for preventing formation 
of that greenish stuff which, if allowed to grow for too long, 
will black you out. 


TYPICAL 1930'S AND 1940'S DELCO-REMY STARTER 
(from the 1928-1938 Master Parts Book -- this is 
not an exact representation of 1937-38) 


NOTE: In this illustration, the pinion or drive gear is obscured 
by the gear housing. 
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(1) Armature (820158-60, 80, 90; 823881-40). 

(2) Cover band. 

(3) Through bolt. 

(4) Brush (modern replacement obtainable). 

(S) Gear housing bushing (810620-60, 80, 90; 1839345-40). 

(6) Drive clutch (1843041; 1874156). 

(7) End frame (has cast iron end bearing §& wick oiler). 

(8) Field coils (826281-60, 80, 90; 2 coils L.H. 
826282-60, 80, 90; 2 coils R.H. 
812699-40; R.H. 
812700-40; L.H.). 

(9) Brush holder. 

(10) Gear housing. 

(11) Insulated brush lead. 

(12) Brush ground lead. 

(13) Shift lever and yoke. 

(14;15) Brush arm pins. 

(16) Brush springs. 

(17) Shift yoke spring. 

(18) Stud. 

(19) Switch (1937 §& 1938-mounted on solenoid). 


NOTE: Complete solenoid § switch assembly is Delco-Remy 1542. 
Center bearing plate with bushing is Delco-Remy 820149-used 
on 60, 80, 90 series only. Part numbers are given above for 
parts more often sought after at swap meets. 


The shift lever is attached to the solenoid, which is mounted 
atop the starter motor case. Operation of the solenoid plunger 
will push the drive clutch and gear forward, engaging the flywheel 
ring gear. The over-running clutch protects the armature and 
bearings from running at excessive speed during the period after 
the engine fries and before the drive gear disengages from the 
flywheel. The springs return the solenoid plunger to the "off" 
position once current has been shut off through the control 
circuit (see previous discussion). 


All of the foregoing is intended to supplement, not 
substitute for, the discussion in the Shop Manuals, which should 
be read for a complete understanding of the operation of the 
starter and related electrical circuits. 
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©® Wenn 


. I have heard that 1937 water pumps were of two types 
from the factory: one in which the shaft runs in a bushing, 
and another in which ball bearings are used. Supposedly, the 
only way to tell the difference is to take the pumps apart since 
the housings were identical. Can you shed any light on this? 


ANSWER. What you have heard is half fact and half ill-founded 
rumor. According to the 1928-1946 Master Chassis Parts Book, 
water pump design was changed during the 1938 model year, 
following engines 4-3535259 (40 series) and 3486434 (60, 80 
and 90 series). The 1937 and 1938 Shop Manuals describe pumps 
with permeable bronze bushings that were lubricated from a 
three-ounce oil cup on top of the housing. These bushings were 
sufficiently porous that they could be impregnated with a light 
(10W) motor oil. Readers of the Shop Manuals will note they 
are emphatic that no oil heavier than 10W be used for water 
pumps. This design apparently proved unsatisfactory, quite 
possibly because too many owners or mechanics failed to heed 
this advice, and did not fill the oil cup correctly, or used 
a heavier oil which would not permeate the bushing, or no oil 
at all. In 1938 a ball bearing pump design was substituted. 
Which pump you have can be quickly determined by noting the 
presence or absence of the external oil cup -- the ball bearing 
pump does not have it. We think there are few, if any, of the 
bushing-type pumps left. If you have one of these, it is a 
good idea to follow the lubrication instructions carefully, 
or to find a later-style pump and substitute it, which is 
considered completely acceptable restoration. The ball bearing 
pump, its parts, disassembly and repair, overhaul kits, etc. 
are described at greater length in Dealer Service Bulletins 
BPS 2.84, 2.025 and 2.026 which appeared in Volume III, No. 
8 of the TORQUE TUBE (June 1985). Copy on request to Editor 
with SASE. 


QUESTION. My car slips out of second gear, and occasionally 
out of third. This happens when I take my foot off the gas 
pedal, or when going downhill in second. Sometimes it is 
difficult to shift into second. What is the cause, and where 


can I obtain the parts needed to cure this problem? 


ANSWER. You have the typical symptoms of worn synchronizers 
in the transmission. Synchronizing units are made up of sliding 
sleeves, drums, springs and bronze cones. In many cases these 
parts can be reconditioned, and new parts are not necessary. 
It is suggested that you look for an old, established transmission 


Technical Consultant~ Dave Lewis 
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and rear end specialist in your area or a shop that does heavy 
repairs or works on trucks. (Not the corner gas station; not 
Aamco. For example, there is a firm in Columbus, Ohio called 
Goodale Transmission that has been in business for decades, 
and I have no doubt that Tommy Goodale could fix any '37 or 
"38 Buick transmission.) If parts are needed, Dave suggests 
this source: 


Antique Auto Parts 
449 West Main Street 
Waterbury, CT 06702 
203/755-0118; 


there are also vendors who advertise in Hemmings. The hard 
part is taking the transmission out of the car. The 1937 Shop 
Manual states that the gears, etc. may be removed from the case 
without removing the case from the car. Dave thinks a ‘'37 
transmission could be removed without taking out the rear axle, 
by disconnecting the torque ball and U-joint and then pushing 
the springs back a bit on their shackles. Having thought about 
it, the Editor has concluded that one is probably better off 
in the long run taking the axle out first, along with the torque 
tube, and then removing the whole transmission. On 1938 cars, 
that is what the Shop Manual instructs. Before leaving this 
subject, the Editor will renew his recommendation that modern 
extreme-pressure (EP) gear oils not be used in transmissions 
because of the potential corrosive effect of the additives in 
these oils on bronze and brass parts. To obtain the old-style 
oils (API Service GL-1 or GL-2), look for a dealer handling 
Fiske lubricants, or write to: 


Shaffer Specialty Auto 
3534 Via Ventada 
Escondido, CA 92025 
619/747-0853 


Bob Pipkin says he has never observed any failure or corrosion 
of brass or bronze transmission components caused by EP gear 
oils, and Bob has owned and taken apart many Buicks. Other 
respected authors (notably the technical editors of Skinned 
Knuckles), however, have cautioned against use of these oils 
in pre-War transmissions. The Editor feels that, so long as 
the old-style oil is available and works OK in normal use, it 
is better to use it. You may, as the man said, take your choice. 


QUESTION. We have established the colors of the major engine 
components. How about all the various bolts and nuts -- were 
they painted or plated? 


ANSWER. There is some difference of opinion between Dave and 
the Editor as to whether the engines were painted after most 
assembly was done or whether the individual components were painted 
separately before being put together. The answer to this question 
would tend to suggest the answer to the bolts-and-nuts question; 
unfortunately, however, we really don't know. The Master Parts 
Book lists numerous bolts, nuts, machine screws, etc. (Group 
No. 8.900). Most of these are listed as "Cad." which we assume 
means "cadmium plated," and a sampling of the book's entries 
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for some engine components (e.g. water pumps) indicates that 
they were attached with "Cad."" bolts. Since there would seem 
to be no reason to use plated bolts and then paint over then, 
this has led the Editor to think that major engine components 
were painted separately. However, the evidence is far from 
conclusive. In restoring cars, Dave has all the bolts zinc plated, 
which is easily done by any commercial plater and looks nice, 
and he does not paint them. The “acorn” nuts which hold the 
rocker arm and spark plug covers are typically chrome or nickel; 
the book does not describe their finish. Most lock washers listed 
were "“parkerized." The Editor believes this was an oxide finish, 
perhaps similar to gun bluing. (Anybody know for sure?) A 
question rather more abstruse, and which no one has asked, is 
whether "original" bolts had the little marks on their heads 
that some have today. The Editor recalls reading about this 
somewhere; perhaps some member can provide enlightenment. To 
conclude a long answer to a short question: cadmium or zinc 
plated bolts, left unpainted, would appear to be authentic, but 
if you really want to paint ‘em, go ahead and do it. 


; Several people have asked whether the firewall was 
painted black or the color of the body. 


ANSWER. Since it seems plain enough that the whole body shell, 
including the firewall, would have been painted in one operation, 
and since there would seem to be no reason for Buick to have 
slowed production facilities with a separate firewall painting 
step, the Editor puzzled over this for some time. Where are 
all these notions of black firewalls coming from? Well, the 
light eventually came on. I expect that all the cases of cars 
with black firewalls and different color bodies are cases of 
cars that were originally black all over.* (If you have such 
a car, check the paint code on the firewall ID plate: 1937 black 
is 500 and 1938 is 515.) Chassis-and-cowl units delivered to 
custom body builders probably were all painted black. In such 
a car, a black firewall with a different exterior color can be 
considered authentic, but for factory bodies the firewall should 
match the exterior. 


biced ere baie thew Seremeline Speet Soden 
Memetoas 


*Black was very popular in the 1930's and I would not be surprised 
to find that one-third of all 1937 and 1938 sedans, and half 
or more of the business coupes, were black. Its popularity 
began to decline after the War, and by the ‘60's and early '70's 
some makes or models could be had in black only on special order 
or in fleet sales. More recently, it has regained favor. Many 
old cars have pased through the hands of the young, who would 
not have cared for black. An exception was my friend Stewart, 
who in my law school days obtained a ‘41 Plymouth which had 
weathered to an olive green. Stewart liked black and had a 
$49.95 paint job put on the Plymouth, thus creating a black 
car with a green firewall. 
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ARS FOR SALE 


1938 CENTURY Convertible Coupe, model 66C. Poor health of owner 
requires sale. Outstanding car; not patched up. Dual sidemounts; 
dark blue with burgundy leather. $27500 firm. 
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BOB HUXLEY (#122) 
36 Massasoit St., Northampton, MASS.01060, 413/584-4735 


1938 CENTURY Sport Coupe, model 66S. Original unrestored car. 
No rust; excellent body & fenders. Dual sidemounts; radio; 
DeLuxe heater; accessory bumper guard. $7500 firm. 


H,LEE HOPKINS (#013) 
1367 French Ave., Gridley, CA 95948. 916/846-5854 after 6 PM. 


1938 #41 Special 4 door sedan, looks and 
runs good, needs miscellaneous items for 
show. $7,500.00. Write only for information. 


L. Middleton, 8300 Kelly Drive, Mentor, Ohio 
44060 


Dear Bill 


I recently came across a 37 Special Sport Coupe for sale, 
I'm not sure if its what you are looking for but perhaps 
someone in the club might be interrested. The car is located 
in Willimantic Connecticut, contact Jerry Stoddard at 1-203- 
742-6348 for information. The odometer shows 21,000 miles I 
wouldn't take that seriosly although the owner seems to. The 
car needs some body work but it is quite good for New 
England. The interior was done over 50's style so it needs a 
new interior. I was not able to drive the car but have been 
told it runs and handles well. If anyone wants more 
information they can contact me at 1-203-873-9715 evenings or 
1-413-736-6399 days. 

y oe - 
FA SN eee Sincerely Yours , 
LOOKING, ae ES 


Emmett Lyman, #551" — 


Fi il Kickboard 
Far Like Griginak DAVE LEWIS 
Aptique, Classic, Custom Cars & Trick: RES TORA TI ON 


And Parts For 


Detailed Restoration 
All 1937 And 1938 Buick Automobiles 


Timothy Cox 260 East Sonoma Street, Springfield, Iilinots 
Stockton, CA 95204 (209) 948-5848 after 7pm 3825 South Second 317.520.5290 , non 


mS PARTS FOR SALE Hg 


38 Marvel Carb. " Used " ( Special ) 20.00 
38 Starter " Used " ( Special ) 30.00 
38 Rear seat with arm rest ( Century )or( Special ) 30.00 
38 Rear bumper ( Century )or( Special ) 30.00 
38 Dash ash trays 10.00 set 
38 License plate light lens 5.00 
38 Radio hanger 5.00 
38 Eig Series Engine “Or Best Offer” ( Century 600.00 
38 Big Series Transmission ( Century 65.00 
38 Drive shaft & Rear “Or Best Offer” ( Century ) 300.00 
38 4-Door Frame "Or Best Offer” ( Century ) 100.00 


Also parting out a 1938 Buick Century 4-door sedan 


All prices plus shipping charges David A. Bylsma #117 
7747 Siden Drive 
Call between 8PM & 10PM E./S. Time. Hanover, Maryland 21076 


or call anytime Sat. & Sun. 
Phone number (301)-551-7236 


1937-38 40&60 series reproduction floor mat. Brown as original. 

Purchased from Bob's Automobilia and never used. Will fit 80 & 

20 series with some modification. Original cost $150, sell for 
130. 


ROBERT COULTER (#340) 
7520 Beluga Circle 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 
907/338-4780 


# PART PRICE 

1 N.O.S. AXLES FOR ‘37 SERIES 40+60 $90.00 PAIR 
2 USED AXLES FOR “37 SERIES 40+40 $25.00 EA, 
3 1 USED FRONT DRUM FOR ‘37 SERIES 60 $35.00 

4 | USED REAR DRUM FOR ‘37 SERIES 60 $25.00 

5 | USED FRONT DRUM FOR °37 SERIES 40 $30.00 

7 1 SET USED BACKING PLATES FOR ‘37 SERIES 60 $50.00 SET 
8 1 USED CAM SHAFT FOR ‘37 SERIES 40 $25.00 

9 1 USED VALVE COVER FOR ‘37 SERIES 40 $35.00 

10 1! SET USED FRONT SPRINGS FOR ‘37 SERIES 40 $30.00 

12 NEW AFTER MARKET U-JOINT FOR ‘37 SERIES 40 $35.00 

16 USED TAIL LIGHTS COMPLETE “37 BUICK $25.00 EA, 
17 USED CLOCK FOR ‘37 $20.00 

18 USED AIR FILTER FOR “37 SERIES 40 $25.00 

21 USED FRONT BUMPERS FOR “37 SERIES 40,60 $35.00 EA. 
24 OLD REBUILT FUEL PUMPS FOR ‘37 SERIES 40 $20.00 EA. 
26 N.O.S. CLUTCH DISC FOR “37 SERIES 40,80,90 $40.00 

30 AA2 CARB INCOMPLETE $30.00 

35 N.O.S, RIGHT TIE ROD FOR ’37+’38 SERIES 40,40 $30.00 EA. 
3? CENTURY HOOD CHROME (TOP SIDE PIECE) $20.00 

41 USED NON-LOCKING DOOR HANDLE GOOD FOR ‘37 $20.00 

54 SPEEDOMETER CLUSTER TEMP. GUAGE MISSING $50.00 
SEG eb FOR ae bite. atts bbe 

58 USED CENTURY TRANS FOR 1937 $100.00 
59 N.O.S, REAR BRAKE HOSE FOR 1937 40,40 SERIES $10.00 
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USED SMALL SERIES TRANS FUR 1937 
N.0.S. BUMPER BRACKETS (REAR ONLY) 


63 RT. RUNNING BOARD GOOD COND. RUBBER DAMAGE °37+'38, SERIES 40 


65 


96 

102 
104 
106 
109 
110 
1} 
112 
113 
114 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 


124 


N.0.S. STEERING SHAFT (40,60) FOR 1937 


N.0.S. MAIN BEARING SET “37 TO “46 LG. SERIES .002 UNDER 


GOOD USED LEFT REAR FENDER (40,60) FOR 1937 


$75.00 
$20.00 EA. 
$100.00 
$125.00 
Srores 
$65.00 SET 
$75.00 EA, 


N.O.S. PISTON RING SET STANDARD SIZE ‘37 LG. SERIES (3 PIECE-STEEL RAIL) $50.00 SET 
N.O.S, PISTON RING SET STANDARD SIZE °37 LG. SERIES (2 PIECE-STEEL RAIL) $50.00 


1 USED TRANS. COVER PAN ‘37 SERIES 40 PAINTED 
“37 CENTURY SIDE MOLDINGS 4DRS.+ BACK PIECES 
SET OF USED LIFTERS (FIT ALL SERIES) 

TAIL LIGHT GLASS CENTER BUICK SCRIPT 

N.O.S. OIL @ILLER CAP FOR ’32-’37 ALL SERIES 
USED DOME LIGHT COVER FOR °37+’38 SEDAN 
RUNNING BOARD BRACKETS (2 PIECES USED) 


REPRO DOOR LOCK BUTTONS FOR CONV. MADE OF BRASS NEED TO BE PLATED 


1937 SERIES 40 LEFT ENGINE SPLASH PAN 
1937 HOOD SERIES 40 EXCELLENT CONDITION 


1937 SERIES 40 GRILL SECTION EXCELLENT 
N.0.S, PISTION PINS 37-46 LARGE SERIES 
N.0.S. STARTER NOSE 37-41 LARGE SERIES 
N.0.S. TRUNK HINGES “37+’38 STRAIGHT BACK 
REAR ASH TRAY COMPLETE USED 1937 

RADIO BLANK OUT AND LOWER PLATE 1937 ALL SERIES 
BUICK EIGHT 1937 ALL SERIES 

BUICK CENTER MEDALION 1937 ALL SERIES 
EXHAUST VALVES ‘34-'39 SERIES 40 

INTAKE VALVES ‘34-'39 SERIES 40 

1937 TAIL LIGHT LENS 


$25.00 
$40.00 SET 
$25.00 
$25.00 
$10.00 
$5.00 
$20.00 
$10.00 
$40.00 
$125.00 


$150.00 
$3.00 EA. 
$10.00 
$25.00 PAIR 
$5.00 
$15.00 
$8.00 EA, 
$10.00 
$5.00 EA. 
$5.00 EA, 
$8.00 EA, 


Used rear springs w/covers, "37 40 & 60 otsaee ceo pair 


ALL PRICES PLUS 10% SHIPPING -- LARGE ITEMS SENT FREIGHT COLLECT 


DICK DER MARDEROSIAN (#260) 

125 Strasser Ave. 

Westwood, Mass, 02090 
617/326-4306 after 7:00 PM, EST 


1937 80 series (some will also fit 
60, 90 series) except where 


noted. 


set, running board brackets.....$20 
SFORE SPTINAE sé diicetsesancscae 20 Bs 
BOLL ROWNLAR s00002 00 6aecesevacse 35 

Set, headliner bowB......esee006 15 
Garnish moldings, front & rear... 10 & 15 
Rear stabilizer bars (2)........ 10 
Front motor mounts (2).......... 10 ea. 
Rear leaf spring8.......sse+ee+e+ 30 pr. 
Horn-left side only.......see2+6 15 


Aftermarket heater (looks & fits 
like original; mfgd. by 


U.S, Rubber ee oe oe 20 


Clutch/brake pedal assy......... 15 


Side breather ('37 40 series)... 10 
Cowl vent regulators, bracket (2)10 
Rear fender lite & lens (40 

series sedan)......seeeeeee8 15 


Waterb 


Sunvieere (2) occ ssecerorivicediae 20°68 
Dome lite & wood block.......... 20 
Side breather (large engine).... 10 
Transmission mount crossmember.. 15 


Spring shackles & bolts 


(4)..... 10 ea 


Trunk lite & plate bracket assy. 20 


203/753-4459 


CT 96708 
6-10 PM 


Windshield division inside 

CONCEP POSE, wescosssiccaves 5 
U-bolt & plate for leaf spring.. 20 ea 
Front cross brace & 2 threaded 

rods (over engine)......... 15 
80 series rear ends c 

with torque tubes 
WILL BE SCRAPPED IF NOT SOLD ! 
SHIPPING EXTRA 


TOM GENTILE (#130) 
26 Wilkenda Ave. 


lete 
OS) accuse TS 68 
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PARTS FOR SALE 


New plug wire set (40 ser.)...$10 
Sidemount cover-left 16" tire. 35 
Front bumper "37 40 or 60..... 25 
Arm rest/door pull.......seees 15 
Left rear fender '37 40 or 60. 40 
16" trim rings (4)........se0. 12 ea 
'38 4O ser. hood side louver 

with name plate.........s. 35 


Shipping extra, 


PAUL B.CULP,Jr. (#508) 
RR # 2, Box 411 
Perkasie, PA 18944 
215/249-3166 or 249-9163 


FOR SALE: 1938 40 series-- 
2 used cylinder heads-$75 each. 


Still have some 1938 radio 

manual reprints--$6 each. 

PAUL CUSANO (#052). 
266 Passaic Ave., Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 0760 
Days: 201/471-5256 
Nights & weekends: 201/288-1519 


WANTED: 1938 Century chassis frame, 
for convertible. Part # 1306719. 
These are fabricated from heavier 
gage steel than sedan or coupe 
frames. Side rail:11/64; center 
cross member:3/16; overall length: 
177 9/16. See page 50 of 1938 Shop 
Manual for complete spec. 


JACK SHEPHERD (#138) 
#105, 164 Kenneth St. 
Duncan, BC VSL 1N4 
CANADA 

604/746-4634 (days, exc. Sun & Mon) 


WANTED. 1937 40 series engine 

& transmission, or will buy 
whole parts car, Also need 1937 
heater control switch (has red 
light); instrument light switch; 
windshield wiper motor switch; 
gearshift knob; headlight lenses 
& reflectors. 


STEPHEN THOMAS (#598) 
8328 B Ball Rd. 
Frederick, MD 21701 
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WANTED: New member wishes to borrow 
back issues, TORQUE TUBE or NEWS 
BULLETIN, or to purchase duplicates, 


ALEXANDER KOHL (#608) 
1038 Logan Building 
Seattle, WA 98101 


WANTED: For 1938 model 46C 
convertible coupe--desper- 
ately need right & left door 
garnish moldings (chrome) & 
rear window frame for top, 
Mine were lost (or stolen) at 
well-known plater (name on 
request), 


PAUL CUSANO (see Column opp) 


Support Our ADVERTISERS 


1927 to 1953 
WIRING HARNESSES 


MANUFACTURED WITH THE FINEST 
MATERIALS AVAILABLE. THE MOST 
AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION OF G.M.: 
WIRE, CONSTRUCTION, AND BRAIDING. 
ALL WITH COMPLETE INSTALLATION 
LISTING. WE HAVE SPECIFICATIONS 
FOR MOST BUICKS, BUT WE CAN MAKE 
ANY HARNESS THRU 1954 WITH YOUR 
ORIGINAL SAMPLE. CUSTOM TURN 
SIGNALS, OPTIONS UPON REQUEST. 

ALSO WE HAVE WIRING SUPPLIES 
AND A BRAIDING SERVICE. 

CATALOG - INFORMATION~ 


$2.00 


BOX 435 
WAYNE, PA. 19087 


Perfectly Recast 


STEERING 
WHEELS 


37 Thru 47 
$2.00 for Brochure 


Must 
Specify year 


(602) 278-4505 


JB Donaldson Co 


2533 W Cypress Phoenix, Arizona 85009 


ee 


Support Our ADVERTISERS 


KEN AD RRA 2 AKAD ARS 2K NARA KARA ARAL AKSD AMA AKAs X 
BOB’S AUTOMOBILIA 
The Source for your 
Buick Restoration Needs 
1919-1953 


} HASANEWLOCATION § 


Drawer 2119 ERY cad Catalog $2 
Atascadero, Ca. 93423 805/434-2963 


SIRS? SAAR? SIRS K WA? K CVA? Care? vase? “wae? “vw 
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Restorations Go Easier 
HAMPTON COACH & BUICK 


Complete your restoration with an authentic Buick Interior from Hampton 
Coach, Each kit made in our own upholstery shop to original specs using 
only the finest fabrics and materials. 


Panel Kits, Headlining Kits and Seat Upholstery Kits come complete. ready 
to install. 


We presently have kits for the following popular Buicks from 1936 to 1940 
and are in the process of adding many more. 

1936 Model Business Coupe 

1937 Model 41 4-Door Trunk Back Sedan 

1938 Model 41 4-Door Trunk Back Sedan 

1939 Model 41 4-Door Trunk Back Sedan 

1940 Model! 41 4-Door Trunk Back Sedan Guaranteed 
Wile of coll todoy tor free iteroture including sompiles and prices Quality & Fit 


Please be sure to include yeor Ond model of your Buick along wilt 


your reques! 


Hampton Coach Inc. 


Vintage Buick Upholstery Kits 


70 HIGH STREET P.O. BOX665 HAMPTON, NH 03842 603-926-6341 


? ‘ of | 
ee doles 


